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High Down Junior School is committed to inclusion. The school aims to provide an appropriate and high quality education for all of our children. We believe that all children have a common entitlement to a broad and balanced academic and social curriculum, which is readily accessible to them. We aim for all children to be fully included in all aspects of school life and we endeavour to ensure that all pupils are happy and secure within a curriculum that is tailored to meet their needs.
We are a 2/3 form entry junior school which is federated with the neighbouring infant school.  As a school, we believe firmly in early intervention and identification of needs, and as a result work very closely with the infant school.
We believe that inclusion is essential in ensuring equality of opportunity and is appropriate for the developmental needs of the learner whatever their age, gender, ethnicity, disability, attainment and background. This demonstrates our commitment to valuing the diversity of the school community. 
Children may experience learning, communication, social, emotional, mental health or sensory and/or physical difficulties at any time in their school life. We aim to identify children’s difficulties at an early stage and work with you and your child. We do this through School Support (SEN Support). At High Down Junior School, a few children with complex needs may have an Education, Health and Care Plan.
The term Special Educational Needs and Disability is a legal definition. Children with SEND have difficulties or a disability which makes it harder for them to learn than other children the same age. As a result these children may need additional or different help to that given to other children.
SEND Code of Practice 0-25yrs Sep 2014 identifies this as;
 “A child or young person has SEN if they have a learning difficulty or disability which calls for special educational provision to be made for him or her.” 
“A child of compulsory school age or young person has a learning difficulty or disability if he or she: 
 has a significantly greater difficulty in learning than the majority of others of the same age, or
  has a disability which prevents or hinders him or her from making use of facilities of a kind generally provided for others of the same age in mainstream school
On the following pages are some commonly asked questions which explain how we support children at High Down Junior School. This report also complies with Section 69 of the Children and Families Act 2019.
How does the school know if children need extra help and what should I do if I think my child has Special Educational Needs?
The Class Teacher is responsible for the progress of each child in the class and will use quality first teaching, on-going observations and assessments to identify any cause for concern. Children who are not making sufficient progress will be referred to Mrs Kate Gore (SENDCo) following consultation with parents/carers. A variety of tests and observations will be used to identify any additional need. This may result in new strategies being used within the classroom or a referral to an outside agency such as Speech and Language Therapist, Occupational Therapist, Educational Psychologist, Community Paediatrician, Physiotherapist, School Nurse. Parental permission must be given before referrals can be made. The child may then be added to the SEN register.
At High Down Junior school we identify children as having special educational needs or needing additional help in several ways, which may include: 
 Class teacher or learning support assistant raises concerns; 
 Parental concerns; 
 Pupil progress meetings every term where we identify children who are not making expected progress and plan intervention programmes; 
 Regular monitoring and assessment of the progress of all pupils; 
 Monitoring interventions and support given to check progress is accelerated; 
 Outside agency, such as Speech and Language Therapist, (see above) identifies special educational need;
  Doctor/school nurse identifies special educational need;
  Information from previous schools prior to the child starting at High Down Junior School. 
If you think your child may have special educational needs firstly contact your child’s class teacher. If there are still concerns after this, you and the class teacher may wish to discuss your child’s difficulty with Mrs Gore, the school SENDCo. We always aim to build positive, open relationships with parents and advocate an open door policy.
How will the school support my child?
The class teacher is responsible for the progress and development of the children in their class, including where pupils access support from teaching assistants and specialist staff. There may be a learning support assistant working with your child either with a group of children or individually. How often these sessions happen will be explained by the class teacher when the support starts.  This funding will come from the school’s allocated SEN budget.  
The SENDCo oversees additional support for children who have special educational needs. 
For the children who require a higher level of individual support consideration will be given as to whether to apply for an EHCP. This will be discussed with parents and professionals and is the application is successful may result in additional funding being allocated.
Class teachers will meet with all parents with children with special educational needs at least three times a year, which may be part of parent’s evenings or individual planning meetings to discuss targets and outcomes of the child’s Learning Plan. At the meetings we will set clear outcomes and review progress towards them and discuss the support that will help your child achieve the outcomes. Parents will have a chance to share their concerns and aspirations for their child. A record of this meeting will be provided for the parent in the form of the child’s Individual Learning Plan. If appropriate the child will be invited to the Learning Plan meeting. Pupil Voice is recorded on the child’s own Communication Passport or on the ILP. These Passports and ILPs are shared with parents and any staff who will be working with the child.
The governors who is currently responsible for SEND is Jane Williams who meets regularly with the SENDCo and Head Teacher. This is then reported back to the full Governing Body. The SENDCo contributes to the production of an annual report for governors. The governors agree priorities for spending, with the overall aim that all children get the support they need in order to make progress.
The SENDCo can be contacted for further information. Please contact Mrs Kate Gore via the school office. 01275 843969.
How will the curriculum match my child’s needs?
When class teachers are planning their lessons, they think about the needs of all the children in the class. Learning is scaffolded so that all children are able to make progress. This may be by providing extra resource, grouping children or at other times may be work targeted to an individual. Class teachers give regular, detailed feedback to children so they know what their next steps for learning are. 
All classrooms are communication-friendly environments and, when needed, staff have had input from the SENDCo on how to adapt their classroom and teaching to support the dyslexic, ASD, visually impaired, hearing impaired and social emotional learner. Many staff have attended CPD on Autism, Dyslexia and Attachment/trauma and ADHD.
Visual timetables, clear labelling, emotion boards, structured small-step learning using individual work stations, easily accessible apparatus and equipment can all be made available to the children to promote independent learning. Class teachers have access to resources such as ear defenders, pencil grips, wobble cushions, resistance bands, fiddle toys and coloured reading overlays etc. These are available for all children as part of universal provision.
How will I know how child my child is doing and how will you help me to support my child?
The class teacher continually assesses each child’s progress and provides feedback to the individual child for their next steps. This feedback and assessment provides evidence of where children are improving and making progress and where children need more support.
As a school we track progress of all children’s learning formally three times a year. We have pupil progress meetings with the Head Teacher to discuss children who are not on track to reach their end of year targets. Discussions then take place detailing how we can support children to reach their targets.
If your child has been placed on the SEN register, they will have an Individual Learning Plan with specific, achievable targets. These Plans are very much a working document that constantly are referred to when the child is working on their individual targets. ILPs are reviewed at least three times a year and comments are made linked to each target to show progress that has been made. These are stored on an online platform (Provision Map). If a target has not been met then this will be discussed with parents and a different approach may be tried or the target may be broken down into smaller more achievable steps.
If your child has an Education Health and Care Plan there is also an Annual Review. This is a formal meeting to discuss your child’s progress as well as parents’ and the child’s views. 

What support will there be for my child’s overall wellbeing?
We are an inclusive school; we welcome and celebrate diversity. All staff believe that self-esteem is crucial to a child’s well-being. We have a caring, understanding staff team looking after our children. 
The class teacher has overall responsibility for the pastoral, medical and social care of every child in their class; therefore this is always a parent’s first point of contact. If further support is required, the class teacher liaises with the SENDCo and/or Learning Mentors for further advice and support. Mrs Caroline Battlebury and Mrs Kirsty Ireland are our Learning Mentors who support our children who have emotional, social and behavioural difficulties. They run a daily lunchtime support group where children who find the long playtime stressful can seek haven and support in a friendly well-equipped room off the playground. Here, they work on strategies to self -regulate behaviour and support our pupils who have social/emotional difficulties. These sessions are highly popular with our pupils and parental feedback has been very positive.
Sometimes we may involve outside agencies such as Health and Social Services, Speech and Language and the Educational Psychology Service.
 How does the school manage the administration of medicines? 
The school has a policy regarding the administration and managing of medicines on the school site. This can be obtained from the school office. If your child has medical needs, they may have a health care plan. This plan may include administration of medication or medical techniques if these are an on-going need. All medication is stored in the office. Named asthma medication or epipens are kept in a safe place in the classroom.
How does the school support behaviour?
As a school we have a very positive approach to all types of behaviour, with a clear policy and reward systems. We explicitly teach and foster the British Values through assemblies and PSHE lessons. Friday Celebration Service rewards children who have shown a particular value and been part of the whole school ethos of believing, achieving and learning for life.
If a child has social/emotional behavioural difficulties an Individual Behaviour Plan may be put in place with relevant support and targets set for improvement.  
In rare situations a child may not respond to our usual whole school behaviour policy, and where appropriate, we accompany the child to a calming down space for reflection and review. We use this calming down space to assist behaviour for learning and when ready, the child returns to class and a fresh start approach is followed so the child can re-engage back in the classroom.
How will my child be supported at lunch times?
We have a team of caring SMSA’s who support all our children at lunch time breaks. Very occasionally, a child may need 1:1 support at lunchtime to encourage social interaction or positive behaviour support. These children, where appropriate, will be assigned a 1:1 SMSA to ensure a safe and engaging play time. Sports coaches support during some lunchtimes to foster social skills and sports skills. We run a daily “Lunch Club” in the school library where identified children are able to play in a quieter space supervised by a teacher or learning mentor. 
How will my child be able to contribute their views? 
We value and celebrate each child being able to express their views on all aspects of school life. This is partly carried out through the School Council, which has an open forum for any issues or viewpoints to be raised. Children also get the opportunity to express views and opinions during PSHE and Circle Time sessions. The child’s voice is recorded as part of the SEN process on their Individual Learning Plans or Pupil Passports.

What specialist services or expertise are available or accessed by the school?

Services in school include: 

 Experienced SENDCo 
 Special Educational Needs Learning Support Assistants who work with children in and out of class, 1:1, or in small groups.
· Learning Mentors who are available to support children and meet parents.

 External agencies that school can access include:

· Sensory Support
     Educational Psychology 
· Occupational Therapy 
· Physiotherapy
     Child & Adolescent Mental Health (CAMHS) 
     North Somerset Parents and Carers Working Together
     School Nurse 
     GPs 
     Community Paediatrician 
     Social Care 

What staff training is available to support my child with SEND?

     Dyslexia Awareness -    Dyslexic- friendly teaching
     Autism training 
     Speech and Language programmes 
     Occupational Therapy programmes 
     Attachment Disorder
· Hearing Impairment Training
· Visual Impairment Training
· Sensory Processing Disorder
     ADHD 
     Physical Restraint 
· Precision Teaching for Learners with Additional Needs 
· Epilepsy/ diabetes training
How will my child be supported in activities outside of the classroom including school trips?
All children are included in all parts of the school curriculum, and we aim for all children to be included on school trips. We will provide the necessary support to ensure that this is successful. A risk assessment is carried out prior to any off-site activity to ensure everyone’s health & safety will not be compromised. On the rare occasion that it is considered unsafe for a child to take part in an activity, then alternative activities which will cover the same curriculum areas will be provided in school for all of the children

How accessible is the school and how do you support disabled children?
 The school site is wheelchair accessible throughout most of the building, except two upstairs classrooms which, from September 25, will no longer be used by the children. The school has ramps to access all areas of the school. There is a disability toilet with space for changing facilities.
Where possible and applicable we have added high visibility markings for the visually impaired and all our steps have white edges to discern where the edge meets the next step.  
Our car park has disability parking bays.
Our Accessibility Plan demonstrates ways we will support disabled children through supporting curriculum developments, improving facilities and enhancing services offered by the school.
How will the school prepare and support my child in managing transitions including starting school, moving to a new year group and transferring to a new school?
If you have a child with a disability, please contact the SENDCo who can talk through our admissions arrangements and how we will settle your child in to our school environment. We welcome all children to our school and endeavour to ensure that appropriate provision is made to cater for their needs.  The Governing Body uses the LSP admissions criteria.  The school’s SENCO/ Head Teacher or other relevant staff members may attend meetings prior to the child starting school to enable us to prepare for the child’s start in school, and understand their needs and ensure that the correct provision is in place for a smooth transition.  
We arrange for all new children from High Down Infant School to visit on several occasions before transferring. We can arrange extra visits as necessary.
We liaise closely with the infant school and attend meetings for those with identified SEN.
A transition/review meeting with the new Junior school staff and current class teacher and parent/carer will take place at the end of Term 6 to pass on any relevant information and prepare for your child’s transition. Mrs. Kate Gore is also the Infant School SENDCo which provides continuity for your child’s SEN provision.
We liaise closely with staff when receiving and transferring children to different schools, ensuring all relevant paperwork is passed on and all needs are discussed and understood. 
When children move from one class to another at the end of a school year they will have opportunities to visit their new class and teacher and parents have an opportunity to meet with teachers in the summer term. Some children will require enhanced transition which may include photo books, extra visits to the classroom or smaller group discussion around transition. 
We work closely with Gordano School and other local secondary schools and arrange extra visits and meetings as necessary when children transfer to secondary school. All files and information are passed on and parents of SEN are welcome to contact secondary schools directly to arrange individual visits. 

How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to support children with SEND?
[bookmark: _Hlk201738830]We ensure that all children’s special educational needs are met to the best of the school’s ability with the funds available. We have a team of Learning Support Assistants who are funded from the SEN budget and deliver programmes designed to meet groups of children’s or individual children’s needs. The school follows a graduated approach to supporting pupils based on their needs. Most children will have their needs met though universal provision (see information on website).
How is the decision made about what type and how much support my child will receive?
The class teacher and SENDCo will discuss the child’s needs and what support would be appropriate. Different children will require different levels of support. There will be on-going discussions with the parents and child. 
We know if the support has had an impact by: 
 Reviewing the ILP targets and ensuring they are met 
 Looking at the child’s progress academically and identifying if the gap (where they are compared with where they are expected to be for their age) is closing 
 Verbal feedback from the teacher, parent and child 
How are parents involved in the school? How can I be involved?
We actively encourage parents to be involved in our school community. We have an active PSA who always welcome new members. They arrange many events throughout the year to build community and raise funds for the school. 
We have a large number of parents who take an active part in our school life. We really appreciate the support we receive with hearing readers, accompanying school trips, helping with class activities, and many more school events. We would welcome any parent to ask their class teacher about supporting class activities and enrichment weeks.
At High Down Schools we want staff and parents to work together to support and engage pupils. We want all children to have a positive and supportive learning environment with staff /parent and child participation at the heart.  See school website and parentmail for more details and dates of events.
Who can I contact for further information?
The first point of contact is your child’s class teacher. 
[bookmark: _Hlk201738948]You can arrange to meet Mrs Kate Gore (SENDCo) or Mrs Andreya Cowan (Executive Head Teacher). Please contact them via the school office on 01275 843969 or email office@highdownschools.org.
Accessibility Plan https://highdownschools.co.uk/our-school/policies/
[bookmark: _Hlk201738986]Universal Provision https://highdownschools.co.uk/our-school/sen/
LSP SEND policy https://highdownschools.co.uk/our-school/policies/
SEND and You – https://www.sendandyou.org.uk/
North Somerset’s Local Offer for Special Educational Needs and Disability.
http://northsomersetonlinedirectory.n-somerset.gov.uk/kb5/northsomerset/directory/family.page?familychannel=5000

This SEND Information Report was last updated in June 2026 and will be reviewed and updated annually.
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